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The Bleckmar Lutheran Mission in South Africa has again been chosen as the field 


which all E.L.C.E. 


congregations are invited to donate their foreign mission offering 


From there have come a series of informative and thought-provoking articles. He 
is the first, written by Missionary William Weber. 


Swaziland 


Marvin BRAMMEIER, Cardiff. 


LAND OF MAGICIANS AND WITCH. DOCKSa 


Swaziland is one of the British 
protectorates in South Africa. It is a 
district which is on the border of the 
Union of South Africa, and partly 
surrounded by her, but politically 
does not belong to the Union. It is 
under British rule. Swaziland is 
tucked into an angle between the 
Transvaal and Natal, and has on the 
east a strip of Portuguese East Africa 
(Mozambique). 


Their Spell on the Land 


Swaziland is known to the Zulus in 
the Lutheran congregations in South 
Africa as the land in which the most 
famous magicians and fortune-tellers 
live, especially Quolweni-Berg in the 
district Glatikulu, 25miles from the 
Lutheran station at Itshelejuba. Near 
the headquarters at Berbice is a 
“Kings-Mountain”. There the bodies 
of the Swazi chiefs are buried in 
stone graves. 20 miles to the South, 
near Mhlosheni, is another “Kings 
Mountain”. The Swazis believe that 
these dead kings are their protectors. 
From them one expects rain and 
fertility, and protection against ill- 
ness. Their burial mountains are 
patrolled day and night by Swazi 
guards. No person is permitted to 
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walk on these mountains except th 
who have been appointed by t 
king as guards; no white person, 
even the highest police officer of th 
British government. 
These are holy places for t | 
Swazis. Each night it is believed 
dead perform their war-dances; oF 
can even hear their hounds bark 
And,in fact,hounds were once ther 
tied near the body at the time 
burial, and left to starve pitifully 
hunger in their chains. Every y: 
offerings are brought to the de# 
Black goats are tied and _ left 
lev The Swazis believe that t 
dead kings eat the flesh of the goa 
Every October, when the rai 
season begins, the Swazi king ser 
men with 10 to 20 oxen, which th 
must offer at the “Kings-Mounta 2 
near Mhlosheni. Before this off 
ing is brought, no one is permit} 
to till the ground. The ground 
not be cultivated beforehand. C) 
after the other the oxen are burr 
upon the mountain. At this tim 
one always hears the people sayur 
“Let us hope that the large offer 
has been brought and that the — 
kings are at peace so that we » 
begin to plough”. After the offer 
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as been completed, the king an- 
ounces to the people: “Now you 
an plough and sow your seed!” 


‘heir Spell on the People 


It is believed by the heathen 
wazis that magicians, fortune tellers, 
nd witch-doctors derive their power 
rom the dead. When a Swazi prays 
9 the spirits of the dead, he calls 
rst upon the dead kings, the might- 
est and greatest of his ancestors, and 
nly after that upon his own father 
nd mother. The magicians hear and 
tansmit the reply of the dead. When 
xeople hear for the first time the 
all of the spirits of the dead, they 
ecome hysterical. They run about; 
hey eat mud from the wet places by 
he springs. One can only say that 
hey are possessed of the devil. Such 
re brought to the chief magician, 
nd remain with him up to two 
‘ears to learn the arts of magic from 
am. When they have passed their 
xamination, which consists in exhib- 
ang their magic arts, they go back 
9 the people and proclaim what the 
lead have told them. 

_The most terrible things ensue. 
“he magician says that the field can- 
ot produce fruit unless it is 
prinkled with blood from a black 
wazi or from some other person who 
as a shining black complexion. Sud- 
enly before thé time of ploughing, 
eople disappear. Quietly they are 
vercome and killed. From their 
lood and from other parts of their 
ody, charms are prepared, which 
re sprinkled upon the field, so that 
1e millet and maize will grow. Often 
raves are opened at night, to eut 
om dead bodies certain parts to 
lake charms. Children are slaught- 
ed. The magician says to the 
arents : ““The illness in your family 
ill stop only if you will slaughter 
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your own child!” And it happens! 
When the authorities discover such 
instances, both the magician and the 
father are hanged. 


How can we help ? 


We Christians must ask ourselves : 
How can people with common sense 
believe something like this? We can 
only say again and again: It is the 
sinister power of the devil who 
deludes, beguiles and blinds them, 

And some of the pseudo-Christian 
African sects, which abound in Swazi- 
land, have actually become partners 
in this terrible superstition. The Zion- 
ists, for example, themselves worship 
the dead and believe that the Holy 
Ghost speaks through them, and there- 
fore they are better fortune-tellers than 
those of the heathen. But the spirit 
who speaks through them is, in fact, 
the same spirit of the Devil. We ex- 
perienced this at the illness of a 12- 
year-old child. The parents sought '- 
help from a Zionist prophet. He ad- 
vised : “My spirit tells me that you 
must cover the child with empty 
sacks and pour boiling water over 
it.” The parents did so. The child 
died immediately, and the prophet 
was found guilty by the court and 
hanged. There are preachers of the 
sects who appear under Christian 
names, but who actually do the same 
which the heathen magicians and for- 
tune-tellers do. The dead speak, they 
claim, even more clearly through them. 

Here only one thing can help. The 
pure word of God must be preached 
to the Swazi people as it is already 
preached to the Zulus. We must 
bring the liberating Gospel of Jesus 
Christ to the Swazis so that they turn 
away from their idols and terrible 
practices to the living God. There is 
no other way in which they can be 
saved, 
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BE READY TO GIVE AN ANSWER 


Bible Class or Theatre ? 


“Why can’t you go out with us on 
Wednesday evening?” 


“That’s our Bible class night. It’s 
_ the one night in the week when we 
just won't accept any other appoint- 
ment.” 

“But, surely, just this one evening. 
We may never get such good seats 
again—and free. Surely, one even- 
ing out of a whole year wouldn’t 
make that much difference, would 
ate” 

“Don’t think we're not tempted, 
but, really, we can’t go.” 

“Oh, don’t be such a martyr! You 
would not have done this a few years 
ago when you and I used to kick 
around together. Since you've joined 
the church, you've gone all fanatical. 
I don’t know what’s come over you.” 

“Sorry.” 

“Oh, come on, Mary! That man’s 
gone mad! We'll find someone else 
to go with us.” 

“Why don’t you two come with us 
—to Bible class? The tickets won’t 
go wasted. You could give all four 
seats away as easily as two.” 

“T knew it! I knew it! Now I’m 
sure he’s around the bend. Fancy 
asking me to come to a Bible class. 
Why the church would cave in! 
Come on, Mary, before he starts 
singing hymns.” 
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“Who in the world does he 
he is?” 
“Now 
annoyed.” 
“Alright, alright, but really! I 
the man a favour. I invite him to 
show that everyone’s waiting to se 
and what does he do? He invites n 
to a Bible class! I get the seats an 
all, and he wants me to give a 
the four tickets. The nerve!” 
“Still, that’s his life, the way 
wants it. But what a change! 
remember when he laughed at tl 
Bible and all that. He must fini 
something in it.” 
“Now I suppose you're going to ¢ 
all soft in the head and say: Let’s¢ 
to the Bible class. What on ea 
could be interesting about readit 
and studying that old book and 
its old-fashioned ideas?” 7 
“Well, I can’t see it either. 
there’s one thing about it that 
have to admire.” 
“What's that?” : 
“I admire Bill for sticking to it. | 
must mean a lot to a man to pass 
an opportunity like this to go 
Bible class. He must get somethi 
there that he needs, something 
wants far more than anything | 
theatre can offer him.” 
“He can have it!’ 
“Don’t be like that! Pm beginni 
to think we should have taken up 
offer after all.” 


John, don’t — get 


| “Alright. 
ree tickets !” 
* * * 


“Why did you have to be so blunt, 
‘ill, with John? Perhaps we should 
ve gone to the theatre with them. 
really think they'll never come to 
se us again.” 

“Don’t be silly. When John gets 
wer this, he'll be back with some 
nore tickets, but not for a Wednes- 
ay night, I hope.” 

“He must really think you are 
had |" 

“Well, I’m not. For the first time 
1 my life ’m beginning to under- 
cand what God is and what life is, 
id I’m not going to give up a Bible 
lass for some show in a theatre. We 
eed what that class can give us, and 
ve don’t need entertainment that 
auch.” 

“Never mind, we can always go 
nother night.” 

“You know, dear, if people would 
nly realize what Bible class can do 
them, there would be many 
ore people from the congregation 
ing to the class. We need the 
spel. as much as we need daily 
d. If you’re a Christian, you just 
n’t get along without the Word of 
od. Of course, we were the same 
urselves, a few years back. Your 
ith gets so weak when it doesn’t 
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Lutheran Hour. 
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So now I give away 


feed regularly on the Word of God.” 

“Yes, going to Bible class does 
make a real difference. It has, to 
our lite together, hasn’t it, dear? 

“It certainly has. It’s so import- 
ant. It’s only as we anchor and 
refresh our lives in the Word that we 
can live as Christians. I’m sure that’s 
what Jesus meant when he said that 
man cannot live by bread alone but 
by every word that proceeds from 
the mouth of God.” 

“Do you remember how we used 
to argue with each other, and fight, 
every time religion came up? Now 
when we discuss anything about 
religion, if we see it’s in the Bible 
and true to the Bible, we believe it, 
and we agree. Isn’t it wonderful how 
a man who believes in the Lord 
believes all that His word says? Once 
you believe in Christ, you believe His 
Word, and you want to go on study- 
ing it.” 

“Dear, do you think we ought to, 
telephone Mary and John, and ex- 
plain, and invite them once more?” 

“Yes, let’s do that. You can never 
tell 

* * * 

Wednesday evening came. There 
were two visitors at Bible class and- 
the roof did net cave in. I wonder 
whether the theatre people noticed 
the four empty seats. 


Tue LisTENER. 


MEMORIAL WREATHS = 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. Adolph Max Kahl 
of Holy Trinity, London, who died 16 July 1962 at the age of 76 years, 
from the Rev. and Mrs, R. E. Winger, Mr, G. Gutbrod, Mrs. P. Thoelke, 
Miss M. Gutbrod, Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Brooke, Dr. and Mrs. E. Geo. 
Pearce, the Rev. and Mrs. N, Heintz, Miss G. Launer, Mr. and Mrs. R. 
Mead, Mr. and Mrs. W. Aichroth, Mr. and Mrs. H. Lange, Anonymous 
Luther-Tyndale, Mr. B. Grinager, Dr. and Mrs. Hillenbrand, Anonymous 
Christ Church, Mr. and Mrs. E. Chown, a total of £20 for the Church 
Extension Fund; from other friends, a total of £16 2s. Od. for the 
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RUISLIP 
West Berlin Youth Lodge in Hall 

Two West Berlin pastors, each at 
the wheel of a mini-bus, guided their 
vehicles into the parking area behind 
St. Andrews Lutheran Church, Rui- 
slip, late at night on Monday, 13 
August. For them and the fourteen 
young people from Lutheran 
churches in West Berlin it had been 
a long journey via Cologne, Aachen, 
Ostend, and Dover. St. Andrews 
Church Hall was to be their “bed 
and breakfast” place for the next 
eight days, the base for their London 
sight-seeing operations. 


Two Australian pastors greeted 
the visitors at the door. Inside, the 
ladies had a cup of tea and biscuits 
waiting. St. Andrews’ regular pastor, 
the Rev. Arnold Rakow, was in Brit- 
ish Columbia, Canada, on a three- 
month visit, but the two Australians 
ably deputised for him. Pastor Peter 
Koehne will spend a full year in 
Britain before returning to his home- 
land, Pastor John Koch three months. 


Each morning, after they had de- 
flated their air-mattresses, rolled up 
their sleeping bags, and brewed their 
morning coffee, the West Berlin 
youth toured the sights of London, 
including the Lutheran building in 
Museum Street. On Saturday even- 
ing, they attended the Valparaiso 
University Choir concert at Luther- 
Tyndale. The next day, their only 
Sunday in London, they worshipped 
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at St. Pauls, Boreham Wood, in 
morning and at St. Andrews in tl 
evening. After the evening servic 
the youth group were guests 
honour at a fellowship tea given bh 
St. Andrews Congregation. 


HARLOW 
Can We Come Back ? 


Can we have it again? Can 
come back this afternoon? 
were the questions asked by the chi 
ren after their first day at the Hol 
day Bible School conducted in th 
temporary hall by Lutherans 
Harlow. Something new, and 
many other things going on 
children in the summer holiday, 
School started with only a handfu 
but at its end a total of 27 childre 
had been enrolled. Each mornin 
for a week, Pastor V. Hennig an 
his three helpers, Gloria Withé 
Jaqueline Alson, and Barbara Mi 
William, taught the children, ¢ 
worked and played with them, 
the end of the week, came 
climax: a closing programme 
which the hall was filled with paren 
and children, the children tellin 
their fathers and mothers what ‘th 
Holiday Bible School meant to ther 
and showing them their handicraft) 
and the parents — well, looking 
mighty pleased with it all. 


EAST KILBRIDE 
A Welcome Message 

“News has just reached us the 
East Kilbride Development Corpors: 
tion will have our house ready with + 
the next fortnight. We would 
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eving about the second week in 
‘ptember from Cardiff to our new 
Idress : 17 Deveron Road, East Kil- 
ide, Lanarkshire.” 

THe FANNincs. 
OREHAM WOOD 
nother Holiday Bible School 
The members of St. Pauls Luth- 


an Church, Boreham Wood, are 
stting ready for their first Holiday 


CHAPEL CHOIR OF 


Adir of Valparaiso University Rave A concert 
ather-Tyndale Memorial Chureh, Kentish Town, 


VALPARAISO 


ir last concert in a European tour, and their only 
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Bible School, As projected at the 
planning meeting on 15 August by 
the Education Gommittee, the 
School will be in action every day 
from 10 am, to 430 p.m., Monday 
to Fnday, 3-7 September, with Bible 
study in the morning and recreation 
in the afternoon. Pastor W. P, 
Borgas will have eight to ten helpers, 
As at Harlow, the School will end 
with a Parents’ Evening, 


UNIVERSETY 
appearance tn the Beitish Istes, the Chapel 


of American sacred musie and negro spinituals at 
on Saturday, U8 August 


Vhe University, loeatod at 


alparaiso, Indiana, about 50 miles southeast of Chicago, has an enrolment of 2700 and is atiliated 


by the Lutheran Chareh 
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Missouri Synod, 
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News 


& from our churches 


CARDIFF CHURCH AWARDED TOP PRIZE 
“Best Building in South Wales in 1961” 


The new Lutheran Church at Cardiff, completed in June 1961, ha 
been awarded the Bronze Medal by the Royal Institute of British Architect 
according to a letter received from the Architects, T. Alwyn Lloyd am 


Gordon of Cardiff. 


The new church was selected by the jury of the Soutl 


Wales Institute of Architects of the R.I.B.A. as “the best public buildin 


erected in South Wales in 1961”. 


The Cardiff church was also featured in the 13 June issue of The Architee 


and Building 
tion. Designed to 


magazine states, “the 


honest approach to constructional design.” 


News with four pages of photographs, drawings, and descrip 
“express the live nature of the Lutheran movement”, th 
architects tried to vee all shams and to make aj 


\ special feature of the eal 


is that concrete is used as material in its own right in the way that ston 


has been accepted in the past and nowhere has it been painted or covere 


up,” the magazine commented. 


E.L.C.E. PASTOR ADDRESSES 
AMERICAN CONVENTION 


The Rev. Arnold Rakow, pastor of St. 
Andrews Lutheran Church, Ruislip, spoke 
to the 2,500 delegates, officials, and guests 
gathered 20-30 June at the Public 
Auditorium in Cleveland, U.S.A., for the 
45 triennial convention of the Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod and brought 
greetings from the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of England. Pastor Rakow and 
his family will be in the United States 
and Canada for three months and are 
expected back in England in the early 
part of October. During his absence, St. 
Andrews is being served*by two Austral- 
jan pastors Peter Koehne and John Koch. 

Also attending the Cleveland meeting 
was Dr. E. Geo. Pearce of London. Both 
E.L.C.E. pastors also participated with 
American, Australian, German, South 
‘African and Brazilian theologians in a 
five-day conference, 9-13 July, at Thiens- 
ville, Wisconsin. During his seven-week 
trip, Dr. Pearce conferred with American 
church leaders in St. Louis, Detroit, 
Chicago, New York, Minneapolis, and 
with Canadian churchmen in Edmonton, 
Calgary, and Stratford, Ontario. En route 
to the United Kingdom, he spent a day 
at Bermuda where the Lutheran Church 
—— Missouri Synod is at present conduct- 
ing a mission survey. He returned to 
London on 9 August. 
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AT CLEVELAND 
right: Dr. Rorrmann. (Brazil), g 

Pearce, Dr. Zorn (India), Dr. RoenscH 

many), Drs. HAMANN and KogHne (Austral 


FIRST INTERNATIONAL MEETING 
PLANNED FOR ENGLAND 
Theologians from E.L.C.E. — affiliat’ 
Lutheran churches around the world ws 
assemble in Cambridge in the summer 
1963 for the first meeting of the Intw 
national Theological Conference. Orig | 
ally proposed at Uelzen, Germany, 
1952, and further discussed at Oaklat 
California, in 1959, the Conference vw» 
organized at a meeting held in Clevela. 
on 29 June. It was agreed that the fi 
meeting should take place in Englai 
probably Cambridge, in July or Aug) 
of 1963. It is estimated that some 
churches will be invited to send de) 
gates. 


Left to 
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Four E.L:C.E. pastors have received 
ds, two to Central America, one to the 
uted States, and one to Australia. 
The Rev. Kenneth Mahler, Lutheran 
tor at Cambridge, has received and 
cepted a call to the Panama — Costa 
ca field. He and his family are al- 
ady in the United States, visiting rela- 
ms while on their way to their new 
Id. 

Cornish-born Pastor R. D. Jose and 
Wmily of Sunderland will leave England 
rly in September for Garrison, North 
akota, U.S.A. where he has accepted 
e pastorate of a consolidated parish of 
ree congregations. 

Pastor R. Blank of the Lutheran 
aurch of the Resurrection, Cambridge, 
is been called to Spanish work in Vene- 
ela, a field in which he served before 
ming to the United Kingdom. 

The Rev. Norman Nagel, Preceptor of 
‘estfield House, Cambridge, is consider- 


g a call to Concordia Seminary, 
delaide, Australia. 

ERGER IN SUNDERLAND 

The Lutheran Mission at Grindon, 


anderland, had its last service on Sun- 
ay, 12 August, when Pastor Desmond 
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FOUR PASTORS RECEIVE CALLS 


Jose preached his farewell sermon be- 
fore leaving for the United States where 
he has accepted a call to Garrison, North 
Dakota. The suburban Mission will join 
hands with downtown St. Timothys 
Lutheran Church to begin work at a new 
site midway between the two. Land has 
already been purchased and_ architects 
have been engaged for the new project 
which will be located on a roundabout on 
Alexander Road, one of the town’s major 
thoroughfares. 


PASTORS MEET AT PLYMOUTH 


E.L.C. pastors met at the home of the 
Rey. and Mrs. Robert Bruer at Plymouth 
for their 1962 summer pastoral confer- 
ence. Newcomers to the sessions were 
Pastors John Koch and Peter Koehne, 
two Australians who are spending some 
months in Britain en route to Australia 
from the United States where they studied , 
at Concordia Theological Seminary, St. 
Louis. 

After an exegetical study by Pastor 
Warren Fanning, who will soon take up 
work in East Kilbride near Glasgow, the 
ministers heard and discussed a paper by 
Pastor V. Hennig of Harlow on “The 
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‘OUR STUDY GROUP HAS BEEN DISCUSSING AUTOMATION,— AND 
\VE WORKED OUT THIS IDEA FOR TAKING UP COLLECTIONS!” 


Dateline cartoon 
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News from our churches 


DEATH of TWO PIONEERS at HOLY TRINITY 


A. M. 


KAHL 
Born 29 A pril 1886 


Died 16 July 1962 


A. C. KRAUSE 
Born 29 August 1869 
Died 18 August 1962 


Fellowship of the Altar’. Dr. E. Geo 
Pearce reported on the conferences he 
had attended during the summer in Cleve- 
land, Theiensville, and Chicago. 

The conference ended with an evening 
meal in the roof-top restaurant of Ply- 
mouth’s striking new 200-foot high Coun- 
cil House. The assembled pastors bade 
farewell to the Rev. R. D. Jose, who will 
leave from Liverpool on 11 September for 
Garrison, North Dakota, where he has 
accepted the call of a Lutheran parish. 


YOUTH EXCHANGE VISITS 


Lutheran youth seems to be one step 
ahead of the European Common Market. 
While a group of E.L.C.E. youth were 
holidaying in Frankfurt, a party of West 
Berlin young people were seeing the sights 
of London. 
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The 26 English youths came from 
several E.L.C.E. congregations. Whi! 
abroad from 5-18 August they were give 
hospitality by parents of Lutheran yout 
in Frankfurt. “(Our hosts were wonderful 
said Pastor John Sims and his wife ‘wh 
led the 1962 Luther League Trip Abroay 
“Not only were we taken into the 
families, but we were given two ext! 
excursions, one by the Frankfurt yout 
and one by the American Lutheran co) 
gregation which worships there. It w 
wonderful experience.” 

Meanwhile, 11-20 August, 16 Luther > 
young people from West Berlin, under t 
leadership of Pastors Walter and Schoer 
were touring London in two mini-bu’ 
which they had brought with them fre 
Germany. 
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